
 

 

 

 

  

Faculty Expert Guide 
The Daniels College of Business faculty research a wide-variety of topics from 
investments and restaurants to corruption and social media. They stay up on 
the latest news and are usually accessible on short notice.  

 
To arrange interviews, please contact: 
Kristal Griffith 
Senior Director of PR, Communications and Operations 
O: 303.871.3379 
C: 303.345.3066 
kristal.griffith@du.edu  
 
We have organized the guide by topic area, so you will notice some faculty 
members listed more than once because they can address more than one 
topic. 
 

Please note: Kristal only handles PR for the Daniels College of Business. For other 
media inquiries, please contact the DU Media Hotline at (720) 608-0240.  

 

 

2101 S. University Blvd. 
Denver, CO 80208 

 p. 303.871.3379 
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A 
Accounting 
 
 Kelsey Dworkis, assistant professor of accountancy 
 Topics: managerial accounting, behavioral decision-making  
 Example: What’s the accounting outcome of a corporation when the CEO is a narcissist?  
 
 Tony Holder, associate professor of accountancy  
 Topics: big data’s connection to cybersecurity, auditing, corporate fraud   
 

Sharon Lassar, professor of accountancy 
 Topics: income tax, sales tax, tax advice  

 
George Ruch, assistant professor of accountancy 
Topics: financial accounting, CFOs taking on more responsibilities at companies 

 
Advertising  
 Dan Baack, associate professor of marketing 
 Topics: effective advertising, advertising ethics, advertising impact on brand image  
 Example: Can advertising turn around Chipotle’s E. coli image?  
  
 Ali Besharat, assistant professor of marketing 
 Topics: brand advantage when TV ads are similar  
 Example: Why do Coke and Pepsi pay more to appear in separate commercial breaks?  
 
Airlines  

Mac Clouse, professor of finance 
 Topics: airline costs, mergers, oil and gas prices  
 

Lowell Miller, assistant teaching professor 
Topics: deregulation or consolidation 
 
Karen Xie, assistant professor of hospitality management 
Topics: airline pricing through websites, like Expedia  
 

B 
Brand 

Aimee Hamilton, assistant professor of management 
 Topics: corporate identity and brand reputation  

Example: Can Chipotle recover from E. coli issues? Is Chipotle’s new rewards system 
enough to help their image? 



 

 

 
 Kerry Plemmons, professor of practice, former executive with Starbucks  
 Topics: building a brand, brand management  
 Example: Can Starbucks maintain popularity and continue to raise prices?  
 

C 
Construction 
 Eric Holt, assistant professor of real estate and construction management 

Topics: residential construction and design  
 
 Ron Throupe, associate professor of real estate and construction management 
 Topics: labor shortages in construction, construction delays, code requirements  
 
Corporate and CEO Misconduct 
 Michael Nalick, assistant professor of management  
 Topics: CEO activism, CEO misconduct, political scandals 
 
Credit card  
 Ali Besharat, assistant professor of marketing 
 Topics: consumer judgement on paying debt  

Example: What debt is best to pay off first? Why don’t people pay off their highest 
interest rate first? 

 
 Andrew Urbaczewski, associate professor of business information an analytics 
 Topics: credit card hacking and security 
 
Crime 
 Bruce Klaw, assistant professor of business ethics and legal studies 
 Topics: white collar crime, insider trading, corporate wrongdoing  
 
 Erin Nickell, assistant professor of accountancy 
 Topics: fraud and forensic accounting  
 
Customers 
 Melissa Akaka, assistant professor of marketing 
 Topics: customer experience  

Example: How collaborating can lead to an advantage, how to create the best customer 
experience 

 
Cybersecurity  

Stephen Haag, professor of business information and analytics 



 

 

Topics: cybersecurity, Haag is on the Secret Service Crime Task Force  
 
Dave Yates, assistant professor of business information and analytics 

 Topics: privacy and security, phishing emails  
 

D 
Data 
 Ben Williams, assistant professor of business information and analytics 
 Topics: sampling, surveys, validating data, social media data  
 
Disaster response 

Dave Yates, assistant professor of business information and analytics 
 Topics: organizational disaster response  
 
Driverless vehicles 
 Mark Levine, professor of real estate and construction management 
 Topics: real estate impact of driverless vehicles  
 
 Libbi Levine Segev, teaching assistant professor of business ethics and legal studies 
 Topics: ethical issues with driverless vehicles  
 

E 
Economics 

Mac Clouse, professor of finance 
Topics: Colorado’s economy, tax plans, oil and gas industry  
Jack Strauss, professor of economics  

 Topics: economy, economic impact of marijuana 
 
Entertainment 

Brian Kitts, affiliate professor of marketing 
 Topics: entertainment marketing, ticketing systems, Red Rocks, Convention Center   
 Example: City of Denver entertainment venues, Disney, music and film industries  
 
Entrepreneurship 
 Kerry Plemmons, professor of practice, former executive with Starbucks  
 Topics: globalization, factories, what makes successful companies work  
 
 Joshua Ross, director of entrepreneurship   
 Topics: startups, software and technology entrepreneur 
 
Ethics 



 

 

Dennis Wittmer, professor of management  
 Topics: organizational ethics, income inequality  
 

Michael Nalick, assistant professor of management  
 Topics: CEO activism, CEO misconduct, political scandals 
 

 
F 

Finance  
Shahram Amini, assistant professor of finance 
Topics: corporate misconduct, mergers and acquisitions, behavioral finance  
 
Adam Booker, assistant professor of accountancy 

 Topics: social media’s influence investors 
 
 Conrad Ciccotello, professor of finance 
 Topics: personal investments, insurance, estate planning, millennial investing 
 

Mac Clouse, professor of finance 
 Topics: personal finance, corporate mergers, financial crisis, oil and gas 
 
 Chris Hughen, associate professor of finance 
 Topics: investments, stock market performance  
 
 Ron Rizzuto, professor of finance 
 Topics: mergers and acquisitions, telecom, cable and energy industries  
 
 Jack Strauss, professor of economics  
 Topics: financial forecasting, stock selection, finance  

Strauss has trained countries on how to do financial forecasting, including Indonesia, 
Russia and Egypt.  

 
 

G 
Global 
 Doug Allen, associate professor of management 
 Topic: international business in China, trade to China, currency  
 
 Vijaya Narapareddy, associate professor of management 
 Topics: global management, global social entrepreneurship  
 



 

 

 Pallab Paul, professor of marketing 
 Topics: international marketing, international business 
 
Government  
 Kathleen Novak, teaching assistant professor 
 Topics: city council, metro chambers, city government  
 

H 
Hotels 
 David Corsun, associate professor of hospitality management 
 Topics: hotel management, best practices 
 
 Cheri Young, associate professor of hospitality management  

Topics: health of hotel managers, job training, employee management, health and food 
safety 
 
Karen Xie, assistant professor of hospitality management 
Topics: hotel reviews on sites like TripAdvisor, reviews on Airbnb  

 
Human Resources 
 Cindi Fukami, professor of management 
 Topics: strikes, unions, organizational behavior, negotiations, labor issues  
 

Kerry Mitchell, adjunct professor of management 
 Topics: employee engagement  
 

Michael Nalick, assistant professor of management  
 Topics: CEO activism, CEO misconduct, political scandals 
 
 Andrew Urbaczewski, associate professor of business information an analytics 
 Topics: employee privacy and security  
 

L 
Law 
 Corey Ciocchetti, associate professor of business ethics and legal studies 
 Topics: Supreme Court, employee monitoring, data privacy 
 

Bruce Klaw, assistant professor of business ethics and legal studies 
 Topics:  Supreme Court, corporate wrongdoing  
 
 Don Mayer, professor of the practice in ethics and legal studies  



 

 

 Topics: public policy, foundations of business law 
 
Leadership 
 Bud Bilanich, adjunct professor of management  
 Topics: team building, culture, executive coaching 
 
 Charles Dhanaraj, professor of management 
 Topics: purpose-driven leadership  
 
 Kerry Mitchell, adjunct professor of management 
 Topics: women in leadership, employee engagement  
 
 Kerry Plemmons, professor of practice, former executive with Starbucks  
 Topics: executive coaching  
 
 

M 
Management 
 Aimee Hamilton, assistant professor of management 
 Topics: corporate reputation, multidisciplinary teams, global reputation 
 

Andrew Schnackenberg, assistant professor of management 
Topics: stakeholder management, transparency, corporate misconduct, corporate 
communications 

 
Marijuana 
 Theresa Conley, associate professor of the practice 

Topics: marijuana marketing 
 

Mark Levine, professor of real estate and construction management 
 Topics: tax deferred exchange, real estate and law  
 
 Andrew Schnackenberg, assistant professor of management 
 Topics: development of the marijuana industry, industry strategy and branding 
 

Jack Strauss, professor of economics  
 Topics: economy, economic impact of marijuana 
 

Ron Throupe, professor of real estate and construction management 
 Topics: real estate, commercial real estate  
 



 

 

Marketing 
 Marcus Birney, affiliate professor of marketing  
 Topics: digital marketing, digital technology, customer experience design  
 
 Michael Myers, teaching assistant professor of marketing 
 Topics: digital marketing, online marketing, product strategies, email marketing 
 

Ana Babic Rosario, assistant professor of marketing 
 Topics: social media monitoring and investment strategies, consumer practices 
 

Ben Williams, assistant professor of business information and analytics 
 Topics: sampling, surveys, validating data, social media data 
 
Medical  
 Zlati Nenova, assistant professor of business information and analytics 
 Topics: forecasting patient outcomes in diabetes and kidney disease  
 

P 
Politics 
 Mac Clouse, professor of finance 
 Topics: tax plans  
 

Cindi Fukami, professor of management 
 Topics: power and influence, gender differences   
 Example: How can women negotiate better salaries?  
 
 Dennis Wittmer, professor of management  
 Topics: public policy, regulation, organizational ethics, income inequality  
 

R 
Real Estate 
 Jeff Engelstad, professor of real estate and construction management 

Topics: housing market, new development, commercial real estate, global recession of 
real estate 
 
Mark Levine, professor of real estate and construction management 

 Topics: real estate and law, taxes, appraisals, liability  
 
Glenn Mueller, professor of real estate and construction management 
Topics: real estate investments, rental properties (offices, industrial, apartments, hotels) 

 



 

 

 Ron Throupe, associate professor of real estate and construction management 
 Topics: apartment availability, real estate pricing due to marijuana 
 
Restaurants 
 David Corsun, associate professor of hospitality management 
 Topics: restaurants, hotels, food and wine  
 

HG Parsa, professor of hospitality management, former restaurant executive 
Topics: why restaurants fail, sustainability in the industry, menu selection and pricing, 
how to use discounts and coupons 

S 
Sales 

Yashar Atefi, assistant professor of marketing and director of the Sales Leadership 
Center 

 Topics: sales, sales training, sales leadership  
 
 Michele Lutz, teaching associate professor of marketing 
 Topics: sales, sales methodology, sales training, sales leadership  
 
Social Media 

Adam Booker, assistant professor of accountancy 
 Topics: social media’s influence investors 
 
 Young Jin Lee, assistant professor of business information and analytics  
 Topics: online reviews on TripAdvisor, paid advertising on Facebook, mobile apps 
 Example: Should hotel managers respond to bad reports on TripAdvisor?  
 
 Ana Babic Rosario, assistant professor of marketing 
 Topics: social media monitoring and investment strategies, consumer practices 
 

Ben Williams, assistant professor of business information and analytics 
 Topics: sampling, surveys, validating data, social media data 
 
Sports 
 Ryan Elmore, assistant professor of business information an analytics 
 Topics: sports analytics, specifically Denver Nuggets and the PGA  
 

Cindi Fukami, professor of management 
 Topics: team dynamics, organizational behavior    
 Example: How do team dynamics play out in settings like the Olympics?   
 



 

 

 Brian Kitts, affiliate professor of marketing 
 Topics: sports marketing, sponsorships, LGTB issues in sports  
 Example: Military sponsoring part of NFL games, athlete’s sponsorships  
 
Supply Chain 
 Jack Buffington, professor of the practice in marketing 
 Topics: supply chain, plastics, environmental issues with plastic 
 

T 
Taxes 

Sharon Lassar, professor of accountancy 
 Topics: income tax, sales tax, tax advice  
 

Mark Levine, professor of real estate and construction management 
 Topics: tax deferred exchange, real estate tax and law  


